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Laws, which in this conjunction of time may not give that pub - 
lique ſatisfaction. 3 

2. If this Act is for the beter Propagation-of the Geſpeſl in 
Wales, than the generall Act for all England is, it muſt be either 
becauſe of the matter of this AR, or the manner of proceedings 
thereupon, or ſome other peculiar Circumſtances. 

The matter thereof is, To amove from, aud confer Eccl:fiafti= 
call pro mot ions, &c. | 

3. The very ſame matter is veſted in the honourable Commit- 
tee for Plundered Miniſters at WeFtminſter, for the diſpoſall of 
promotions in Exglaud; and the perſom of that Committee are: 
all Members of Parliament. The greateſt part of the Commiſſi- 
oners in the aforeſaid Act for Wales, yea, all that meet to act by 
virtue thereof, except two perſons, are not members of Parlia- 
ment, and in regard of their ſeverall relations and Intereſts, if 
not Jadgements, are the rather ſubje to partialities. 

4. Neither is their meeting in Maler a leſſening of Charge; 
their meeting in dont hwales being at Swerzey, in Nortbw.les 
at re vam, 70 miles diſtant from the perſons that are many 
times ſummoned to attend them ; The Committee for Plunde- 
red Miniſters being far more certain, and quicker for their diſ- 
patches, and more moderate for Fees allowed to their Officers. 

5. It is unuſuall in the Engliſh Government to make Natives 
Iudges in their own Counties, & (under favourjat this time moſt 
unleaſonable, the late differences having rendred Neighbors 
and Countreymen leſſe affectionate to each other than former- 
ly, and ſuch power may occaſion private vindication more than 
diſcharging publique Truſt , eſpecially (as it is obſerved) in ma- 
ny of the 5 Nation, ſo impower'd:. 

6. The Commiſſioners named in the ſaid Act are to act in 
any part of Sonthwales & N orthwalas, ſo, that it is poſſible that 
thoſe Cammillionexs living in the remoteſt place of Sowchwales 
may ſummon perſons living in the remoteſt parts of Vort hmales, 
—1 ſo thoſe of Northwales the Inhabitants of Southwale t. 

7. The perſons of Sout hwales nominated. Commiſſioners in 
the ſaid Ad, are for the moſt part from two Counties, (1) Breck- 
-nock, Caermarthen, Pembrook and. Cardigan having but 5 Com- 

miſſioners inhabiting in them. 
The manner of preceeding directed by the Act is 
1. That ; Commiſſioners may examine and ejeR, &c. * 
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2. That 12 (upon the Ejecteds complaints) might review, 
and determine. . | 
k 3- That 12 (upon the Ejecteds appeal) are to transfer, and 
certifie the proceedings to the Committee for plundred Mi- 
niſters. 
It is humbly obſerved, 

1. That 12 did very rarely meet, the time and place of mee- 

ting not uſually publiſhed, nor generally known, the propa- 
gators living very remote one from another, and the Itine- 
rants reſidence appointed for approvers altogether uncertain, 
- one while in one Country, another while in another Country, 
and in no place certain. 
2. If they meet, it is probable that the ſame 12 that adjud- 
ged a Cauſe, would not transfer and certifie againſt their own 
ludgements: And in caſe of refuſall there is no proviſion in 
the Act to inforce them, and during the three years time this 
Act continued, notwithſtanding the many hundreds that were 
ejected, we find few or any caule upon an appeal ( though im- 
portunately deſired ) certified by the Commiſſioners. 

3+ In Caſe the Commiſſioners did transfer and certifie the 
proceedings before them to the Committee for plundred Mini- 
ſters; yet the Act diſabled the Appellant to examine any more 
witneſſes ; and it is poſſible, that, the depoſitions ſo trans- 
ferr'd and certified were not laid down and certified according 
to the Examinants intentions, many, if not moſt of the perſons 
examined againſt ejected Miniſters, being illiterate men , ig- 
norant of the Engliſh tongue, whereof many do complain, and 
thereby may be uncapable to make their juſt defence: and ifa. 
ny did appeal whether the remedy may prove worle than the 
diſeaſe; conſidering how difficult it will be for a poor man (diſ- 
abled of means to defray neceſſary charges incident thereto) to 
recall & annihilate that ſentence or judgment given be it never 
ſo injurious, the very Fitts allowed the ejected Miniſters Wives 
by the Act of Parliament being either denied them or allowed 
— to the Sequeltrators undervaluations, whereby 
they are ſo far diſabled of means to appeal that many of them 
are ready to periſh for want of bread. 

4 That theſe triennial powers are of dangerous conſequence, 
if che perſons intruſted miſuſe, non-uſe, or abuſe their power, 
and thoſe ſeverall powers — for three years may prove 
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temptation for honeſt men to ad contrary to their Principles: 
wherefore it hath been the wiſdome of Commen-weakhs to 
prevent thoſe inconveniences by changing their powers often, 
and not giving them too. much, power at. once, or giving 
them but a ſliort time to act, the better to mind them that their 
power is not perpetuall, and chat they muſt ſhortly give an 
accompt of their ſtewardſhips, for at the the third years end 
the oppreſſor may be ſo rich and powerſul, and che oppreſſed o 
Tt is vor- poor and unable, that the party injuring may, eaſiſy ſuppreſs 
thy:o be and filence the cry of the party injured ,. whereas Judges, Gave 
brenne: their Commiſſions but qua dis ſe bend geſſerime of durante bexe 
theſe 3 la- Placito; the Councell of State continues hut for a year without 
tens od um new election; and all Mayors, Sheriffs, & Bayliffs, are annually 
juvenile choſen and appointed, and liable to give an accompt of their a- 
coxcil/v2', tions in the precedent year of their power, and it is likewiſe 
- 8 deſired to be conſidered that oppreſſion and the abuſe of pom - 
cu o. ers have been the great billowes of the ſeverall wars and com- 
ve.threw motions not only in es but allo in this whole nation- 
the flouri- The Civil power by the ſaid Ad ve ted in the Commuſihoners is 4. 


bing e. 1 To be Arbiteators. 

Kare of the | 
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Empire. 2 To be a Committee of !\ndempnicy. 


Arbitrators in theſe words, A power to inquire and redreſs- 
bigh miſdemeaniars, opprefſions, and injuries, often eſcaping. un · 
puniſhed , becawſe of remoteneſs from London) and want of means 
in the party Complaining to be reareſſed by dus cowrſeof Law, and. 
the perſons complayning , and Complayneds ſubmiſſion , under their 
Hands aud Seals to determine the ſame- | 

It 85 — obſerved — 4 

L r. That upon this power of inquiring and redreſſing, the 
—_— party complained on, may by this power be compell'd * | 
2 4. or not; if not, this power is for no other uſe than to occaſion 
gas & re- expence of time and moneys, in attendance upon ſummons; 
-/pice fnem and incaſe the Commiſſioners therein named, have no power 
ſepiens in- to trie any matter by bill, indictment, information, or original 
hit à fut it, or by verdict, demurrer, or examination of Witneſſes on 
oath, or to force the performance of their Adwards; this pow 
er muſt needs prove uſeleſs , troubleſome, and chargeable, and 
that which can attain to no reaſonable end, the Law rejects as 
athiog inut ile and uſeleſſe. | e 
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2. If the party complained upon may by this act be compel- 
fed co ſabmit, then che Juſtices of Aﬀize and of Peace, offices ate 
ſwaflowed up by this power, and withou: verdict, cauſes always 
determinable by verdict are adjudged ; which bringeth a com „ 
reft bet wixt the ju 885 and Juſtices power and the Commiſſi- Kr the 
oners, their juriſdiction being not diſtinguiſned, and ſucers Ex alen 
thereby confounttd-,' and lyable to unneceſſary charges and of the 29: 
trouble; and by ſuch a power, an Ardirrary power of a Stare Chaprer of 
chamber might probably be exerciſed, judgments and decrees 149"* 
arrained, and the antient way of tryalls by jury deſtroyed; the wo 3 
Commiſſioners (thoſe that act) being not bred in the Laws, 1 Pas 
and therefore not ſo competent to judge of Adwards, and pe-: fo. 5 1 con- 
mat! Luwes, as Judges ate, neither are the Commiſſioners cerning 
* * de) upon their Oathes, in diſcharging this great the arbl- 
truſt, for xn thing appearing in the ſaid act; 5 the Law (4 50 
all Arditrarorvo0lght to be indifferently choſen ; the perſons of 2 
named in the ſaid AR were not choſen by the Countries, who and Dudley 
wete ignorant thereof untill the AR was publiſhed, moſt of the who were 
Countivs having no Repreſentatives in Parliament to ſpeak for Jaſtij ex- 
them at the paſſing thereof, who have ſince declared their dif. cuted for 
like ofthe execution thereof. _ 

fa, t u ol ſerved, | 

3 That remoteneſſe from London is not much more from any 
parts of als; than from ſome parts of Malis to thoſe places 
here che Commiſſtoners meet, and the uncertainy- and un- 
frequeney of their — extraordinary — and exceſ- 
five fees, have given cauſe for many to believe that tlis courſe 
is the re moteſt and moſt chargeable way for reareſing of gr. 
ase. 8 
As to their power of Committee of Indempnity, it ij likewiſe 

Beg  bunbly obſerved, '. © | 

1 That the party Complayning, upon the Complayneds 
refuſall to ſubmit to the Commiſſioners Arbitration, may re- 
ceive incouragement to implead the party Complayned before 
the Commiſſioners 45 Committee of /ndempnity ,, who may as- 
Committee of [ndenipnity (though not as Ar bitrators) inforce 
fubmiſſion and obedience, What hath happened there this 
three laſt years of that nature, is not proper to be here incerted, 
ſinee the AR of Oblivion hat h pardoned both the offences and 
offendorrs. | 1 1 
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Qui facie ©, 2 The Act of Oblivion having ended moſt matters properly 
- #77 alian determinable by the Committee of Indempnity there, the con- 
facit per ſe. tinuance of that power can prove for no other uſe, thin to in- 
An Ad of incourage litigious perſons to moleſt their neighbours ; and in- 
Parliament qeed nothing is properly determinable before them but 
rhar 2 man. hat muſt relate to thoſe that now act under them, by colour 
Iudgein of their ſeverall powers, Military, Civill, and Eccleſiaſtical. 
his own 3 Thoſe of Sourbwales have the command of the Military 
cauſe is2 power now on foot there; the power of Iuſtices of Peace, 
void Act. Commiſſioners for Propagation, for Arbitration, and Indemp- 
Þ nity; Commiſſioners of monthly Aſſeſſments , and of Seque- 
rations of Papiſts and Delinquents Eſtates, and for the moſt 

part of very near kin and alliance to each other; Leſſors and 

Leſſees by their near friends and agents of the moſt and beſt Ec- 
cleſiaſtick Promotions and Sequeſtred Eſtates there, the power 

Civil, Martial, and Eccleſiaſtick, in the ſame perſons, ſubſeryi- 

ent to one another, to the too baſty and viſible improvement of 
particular mens fortunes ; and how theſe wayes of accumula- 

ting all theſe powers in thirteen Counties, into the hands of 

a few particular perſons ( upon any pretence whatſoever ) are 
conſiſtent with the wiſdom and policie of a State, and the well- 

fare of Wales, is humbly left to your honours grave conſidera- 
tion. a ; | 

4 It is worth the taking notice of, that thoſe perſons from 

Wales , that appear in ſoliciting the continuance of this AR, are 

(for the moſt part) either perſons formerly nominated in the 

ſaid Act, or Perners of the profit of the Becleſiaſtick revenue, 

or having relation to thoſe that injoy the ſame. And it is hum- 

bly deſired, that the worthy Members of Parliament will take 

notice of the carriage ofthree of the itinerant Approbationers 

at the Parliament Door, Friday the 25 of March inſtant, to 

deg the — of the Act, and whether it better becomed 

chem to be preaching the word in Wales, where there is a ſcar- 

city of Preachers, than to ſpend their time in London, to ſollicit 

the continuance of their former power and advantage. 

It is humbly prayed it may be conſidered whether the Com- 
miſſioners named in the ſaid Act walk'd with ſuch rigidneſs in 

: _ the ejecting of the former Miniſters, and Schoolmaſters , that 
e ſmall offences of 10 or 20 years ſtanding were freſhly arreig- 
afticall ned as Capital crimes and ſmall crimes unpardonable, without 


powers. re- 


refpeRs to their abilities, parts, and readineſs to conform, anc 
become more ſerviceable for the future to the Church & State 
under the preſent eſtabliſned goverument, and whether humane 
prudence, if nod Chriſtian Charity ſhould have induced them 
to continue the moſt able, conformable, and beſ} qualified of 
them, that never perſonally acted againſt the Parliament, at 
leaſt wiſe, until they could provide better in their roomes, and 
not to leave the Country naked, and not above three or four 
to ſupply ſome Counties, and whether there be 700 pariſhes 
beſides Chappels of eaſe in Southwales, and above 600 of them 
unſupplied, to the famine of the word of God, and that many 
of the Itinkrants „and Schoolmaſters, now employed and fut- 
fered to officiate,be not more ſcandalous than ſome of thoſe 6je- 
cted and ſome that bore arms againſt the Parliament, and a Pa- 
piſt in the town of Brecknock that keeps ſchool, and whether 
leſuits and Seminary Prieſts were not diſcharged in Monmonthe 
fire , without being proceeded againſt according to the Law: 
of the Land. ho | | 

Whether the Commiſſioners for propagation make an ac- 
compt but of 19000 l. or thereabouts, for the tithes &c. in the : 
ſaid.7 Counties tor 2 years, and do by anſwer ſay the Fifts and: QC. 
contributions are not fully known nor allowed, and that they 
have not mony to pay the Miniiters approbationers, if ſo, what 
propagation or better ſupply the ſaid Counties ate like to have 
for the future, if their power be renued , and how well they 
have diſpoſed of the tithes, whether or no the Petitioners offer 
20000 l. for the tithes for one year which is more by 20000 l. 
then the Commiſſioners accompt for 2 years, as by the parti- 
culars and reply of che Petitioners of the 6 Counties of Son. 
wales and County of Monmouth lodged with the Honourable 
Committee of Plundred miniſters may more fully appear. 

It is. humbly deſired that the honourable Parliament will take 
notice, That the Commiſſioners anſwer was reported, before a 3 Quzcie- 
Copie thereof granted the Petitioners; A particular Book of 
accompt of 60 ſheets of paper mentioned in the report, before a 
ſighc and Copie thereof likewiſe granted, though the Petitio- 
ners moved for it; An information againſt Fob» Gunter repor- 
ted before he was ſummoned to anſwer che ſame, or had a Copie 
thereof. The particulars and Reply lodged by the Petitioners: 
with the honorable Committee, (whereupon the Petitioners 


craved.« Commibion to erat i of the N. 
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— before any one Wiineſſe 2 or rr . 
forth. Aud until Commiſti oes be iſſued furt, and Wüneſſes 
examined, whereby matter of iact may appear, It is humbly lee 
to your Honouts: 2 — ur — _ 
think fic to — 2 erg 2 

© their proceeding 2 years have given — 

xction tothe — ane State, in relationto the vaſt re» 
venues therererceived. : . + 
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by the ſaid Al. 
It is therefore 1e offered to peer 
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